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FRAME. 

HTHE work of which we give an engraving on this page 
-L is a good specimen of the beautiful art of chasing on 
metals, which has been revived in the present age after lan- 
guishing in comparative neglect ever since the decay of taste in 
Italy. The artist is Mr. Julius Batsche, formerly of Vienna, 



but now established in London, whose father is the well-known 
engraver and chaser of that name in the Austrian capital. In 
order to give our readers a correct idea of the beautifully de- 
signed and skilfully wrought article now presented to their 
notice, we cannot do better than allow Mr. Batsche to describe 
it in his own words. It has an interest apart from its technical 
and artistic merits in having been executed by the Queen's 




command for her Majesty's own use. It is intended to serve as 
a frame for a miniature portrait in enamel of her Majesty the 
late Queen of the Belgians, and the Queen has been pleased to 
express her extreme satisfaction at the successful result of the 
artist's labours. ''The work," writes Mr. Batsche, " is in steel 
and gold. The former is of a certain selected kind of steel, 
which material requires much technical skill to be wrought up 



to the high finish which has been given to the work. All 
bordering lines, and the ornaments in the central plate, are of 
gold. The whole work is in different shades ; the steel in dark 
grey and black, whilst the gold gradually turns from pure eighteen 
carat to a silvery shade. The chains, the little balls, and the 
decorative parts are polished steel. The frame is in the old 
German style of the sixteenth century." 
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CLARET JUG. 

We have elsewhere in this series of Original Designs drawn attention to 
the marked and satisfactory advance in designs for Art objects to be manu- 
factured in the precious metals. The highest Art should be applied to the 
decorative and ornamental treatment of the most costly materials. In this 
branch of Art manufacture the labours of the artist and the skill of the orna- 
mentist are so closely assimilated as to render it almost impossible to draw a 




line of distinction between the one and the other. Unfortunately the power of 
the artist is too often applied to works which are essentially of an ornamental 
character, and requiring decorative treatment only, and in many cases the 
artist sinks to the level of the littleness of imitation. Over-ornamentation 
should, howisver, be avoided;- too much detail tends to lower the decorative 
effect. We engrave an elegant and artistic design for a Claret Jug by 
Mr. Stace, School of Art, Birmingham. 



COLUMN. 

The Plasterers' Company, foremost in encou- 
raging artistic designs for execution in terra-cotta, 
plaster, &:c., kindly allow us to engrave a design 



for a Column by Mr. Garbutt, Westminster, which 
was aw^arded a gold medal in the National com- 
petition, and obtained a further prize offered yearly 
by the above company. 
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BOOK COVER. 
Mr. Pearce, Lambeth School of Art, sends us a neat design 
for a Book Cover. The details chosen for the outside decoration 



of a volume should be amenable to proper ornamental treatment, 
and not, as is too often the case, be the mere reproduction of a 
totally inapplicable design. 




TILES. 

Considerable advance is perceptible in designs for decorative 
Wall and Floor Tiles, and designers, together with manufac- 



turers, may be congratulated on the success of their united 
labours. We engrave a design for Floor Tiles by Miss E. 
Carroll, Kensington, to which this lady has paid much at- 
tention. 
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WALL PAPER. 

Mr. F. Hulme, of Marlborough, the well-known author of 
^' Plant Form," has submitted to us several designs, based 
upon a conventionalised treatment of the beauties of nature, 
suitable for Wall Papers. We have before alluded to the 
rapid and important advance made in this branch of Art 




industry, an advance of which we have many reasons to be 
proud, as it indicates not only the higher educated taste of the 
designers themselves, but also the appreciation of beautiful 
designs by the manufacturers and the thousands of persons for 
whom th,ese works are produced. 



BELLS. 

It is exceedingly unfortunate that profuse ornamentation 
should be considered by many to be rather meritorious than 
otherwise ; and nowhere is the love of display more pal- 
pably shown than in many of the productions of our hardware 
manufacturers. True it is that the gaudy and glittering style 




of Louis XV. is eschewed, yet English designers have some- 
times a lurking fondness for the contorted style, or they 
produce works which are composed in some instances of orna- 
ment selected from every style that has existed. Some few 
there are, however, who do not pander to the popular taste for 
dazzling effect, and apply themselves to the design of those 
elegant and chaste productions for which many of our leading 




firms in this manufacture are becoming famous. Great atten- 
tion has been bestowed upon suitable and practical designs, and 
the results are, as a rule, satisfactory, though there is still room 
for considerable improvement. We engrave two designs for 
Hand Bells by Mr. Jackson, School of Art, Birmingham. 



